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OBSERVATIONS 

o Focus first on a vision for the site. It is a hallowed historic site, which has affected the 
lives of many through the years. 

 An inscription for the site (taken from the historical marker on King Street: 

The Hagerstown Female Seminary, a woman’s college founded by the Evangelical 
Church, opened its doors in 1853. Its name was changed in the 1890’s to Kee Mar 
College, and operated at this location until 1911 when the campus was sold to the 
Washington County Hospital. Hospital operations moved to this site in 1912 and 
functioned here for nearly 100 years. 

The campus was frequently occupied by Union and Confederate forces throughout the 
War. After the Antietam and Gettysburg Campaigns of 1862 and 1863, the 
campus was used as a military hospital for both Federals and Confederates. During 
the Battle of Hagerstown on July 6th, 1863, Battery E, 4th US Artillery, deployed 
here and exchanged cannon fire with Chaw’s Battery (Confederate) which was posted 
near Zion Reformed Church on North Potomac Street. 

 - Rev. Samuel Lumpkin (Col.) hospitalized at site 

 - Surgeon John Gaines – tended to confederate soldiers at site 

o The site has now reverted to its original, natural site, with beautiful mountain views. 
This is the first time since 1853 that the views have been available for all to enjoy. 

o In light of the above, a vision could incorporate the beautiful and peaceful ambiance of 
the present site with its rich history. 

 



SOME SUGGESTIONS 

o As previously mentioned, find a way to naturally connect downtown to the site (e.g. via 
Antietam Street, which could be upgraded with lighting, landscaping, markers.) 

o For the site, incorporate natural beauty features: 

• Landscaping to attract butterflies, birds, etc. 

• Trees and shrubs to enhance the topography while not interfering with the 
mountain views 

• Seating to emphasize a place to relax and meditate, read, etc. 

• Historical markers or plaques to provide additional history on the site: 

    Seminary 
    KeyMar College 
    Civil War in Hagerstown 
    Washington County Hospital 
    Other plaques related to the general history of Hagerstown 
 

o Use the site for various historical and cultural events, such as: 
 

• Civil War encampments (the elevated site, minus buildings, now provides a 
wonderful ambiance, with the view of the moon and stars uninterrupted by 
buildings) 

• Musical events of significance, such as the “Blues Fest” 

• Historical tour 

• Outdoor plays, poetry readings 

 

ADVANTAGES 

o A large green space in the middle of the city 

o A connection to tourism to the region (“Crossroads of the Civil War”) 

o Adequate parking 

o Tax revenue (tourism) 

o An added incentive to buy property/live in downtown 


